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By email 
 

Tilbury Green Power Limited 
Tilbury Docks 
Port of Tilbury 
Essex RM18 7PU 

 
 
Date:  21 April 2020 
Our ref.: TGP/statcon20-TC 
 

Name:  Matthew Gallagher 
Address: Planning Development, 
  Thurrock Council (Major Projects, Planning), 
  Civic Offices, 
  New Road, 
  Grays, RM17 6SL   
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Tilbury Green Power Limited, Tilbury Docks, Port of Tilbury, Essex 

Consultation in Respect of the Proposed Variation of the Section 36 Consent dated 27 August 2009 

(ref. 01.08.10.04/87C), as amended by the Variations of the Consent under Section 36C dated 20 

August 2014 (ref. 12.04.09.04/266C) and 26 March 2020 for the Construction and Operation of a 

Biomass and Energy from Waste fuelled Electricity Generating Station. 

Section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 (Variation of Consents under Section 36 ‘Consent Required 

for the Construction etc. of Generating Stations’) & the Electricity Generating Stations (Variations 

of Consents) (England and Wales) Regulations 2013.     

 

Tilbury Green Power Limited (‘TGP’) is seeking your views on the proposed variation of the Section 

36 Consent dated 27 August 2009 as amended on 20 August 2014 and 26 March 2020, for the 

Tilbury Green Power Project at Tilbury Docks, Port of Tilbury, Essex. 

A plan showing the location and extent of the site for the consented Project is attached to this letter. 

Background 

The Section 36 Consent for the TGP Project was originally granted by the Secretary of State for the 

Department of Energy and Climate Change in 2009. The Consent provided for the construction and 

operation of a 60 megawatt (MW) generating station on land within the Port of Tilbury. 

On 20 August 2014, the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy and Climate Change varied 

the 2009 Consent under Section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 to provide for an extension to the 

latest date for commencement of development to 27 August 2015. 
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On 26 March 2020, the Secretary of State for Business Energy and Industrial Strategy varied the 2014 

Consent under Section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 to provide for an increase to the overall 

electricity generating capacity from 60 MW to 80 MW which will be achieved without an increase in 

the already consented waste throughput. 

The consented development consists of two generation units (Phase 1 and 2) having a combined 

electrical capacity of 80 MW, processing up to 650,000 tonnes of waste per annum. Construction is 

complete on the first phase of the development which commenced full operation in April 2018. The 

first generating unit is fired on waste wood biomass and has an electrical generating capacity of      

40 MW approximately. 

For Phase 2, engagement with waste supply companies in the environs of the development site was 

undertaken during 2019 and 2020 and is currently ongoing. To secure the commercial viability of the 

second generating unit TGP wishes to amend the Consent for the development.  

An application to vary the Section 36 Consent will be made to the Secretary of State for the 

Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) to secure the required change. The 

change proposed is outlined below. 

The Proposed Change    

The Section 36 Consent for the Tilbury Green Power development permits up to 650,000 tonnes per 

annum of waste material to be brought onto the site to supply the Phase 1 and Phase 2 generating 

units.  The Consent currently places a limit on the quantity of waste material delivered to the 

development site by road at 450,000 tonnes per annum. 

In the region of 300,000 tonnes per annum of waste wood is currently transported by road to the 

Phase 1 generating unit.  

It is proposed to transport up to 350,000 tonnes of waste per annum to the Phase 2 generating unit. 

Under the current Consent, only 150,000 tonnes per annum of this can be transported by road, the 

balance of 200,000 tonnes per annum needing to be transported by alternative means such as, for 

example, by river barge or by rail.  

This restriction on road transportation significantly undermines the commercial viability of the 

project by reducing the flexibility to avail of locally available waste material and waste from locations 

inland not readily connected to barge or rail transport, without significant additional handling and 

fixed infrastructure costs. It is also probable that no overall reduction in road transport impact would 

accrue. 

Tilbury Green Power Limited is seeking the operational flexibility to avail of commercially viable 

waste transport methods for the waste contractors who will supply waste materials over the life of 

the project. TGP is not seeking to exclude any mode of transportation (road, rail, barge) and 

acknowledges that commercial factors associated with waste sources and appropriate transport 

modes may change over time. TGP intends therefore to apply to vary the Consent to remove the 

restriction on road transport and to require that the transport of waste to the site be reviewed at 

regular intervals.  
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Condition 56 in the S36 Consent currently limits waste transported to site to no more than 450,000 

tonnes of Biomass, Waste Wood, Solid Recovered Fuel, Commercial & Industrial Waste and/or 

Municipal Solid Waste shall be delivered by road to the Site per annum. The principal change 

proposed is to amend this condition to remove the limitation on road transport and to require a 

report every five years on the commercial viability of waste transport modes. 

The proposed change to Condition 56 is not likely to result in materially significant environmental 
effects compared to the consented development.  A Transport Assessment prepared in 2019 
assumes a worst-case scenario whereby all 650,000 tonnes of waste are delivered by road annually 
and concludes no material effects will arise.  Environmental information will be presented in an 
Environmental Information Report to be included in the application.  
 
 

If you wish to make any comments in respect of the proposed change at this stage, we request that 

these be made by email to patrick.nolan@esb.ie 

It is anticipated the variation application will be submitted to the Secretary of State in May 2020. 

Subject to the Secretary of State confirming that the application is ‘suitable for publication’ you will 

be notified of the application within one month. 

If you have any questions on the change proposed to the Tilbury Green Power project or require 

further information, please contact the undersigned. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 
Patrick Nolan 
On behalf of Tilbury Green Power Limited 
 
Encl. Site Location Plan  
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